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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 

TO  :   Regional Manager – Cape Town 
 
ATT  :    Desmond Johns 
 
FROM  :    Chief Administrative Officer 
 
DATE  :    29/5/2009 
  
RE  :  Proposed Licence application fee changes 
 
 
The document “Draft Radio Frequency Spectrum Fee Discussion Doc & Regulations 
32029” refers. 
 
On Page 46 of this document the proposed fees for the various types of applications 
are listed. It is mentioned that applications for non-assigned licences such as 
 
Radio Amateur 
Citizens Band 
29MHz Ski-boat 
Aeronautical 
Maritime ship station 
 
will be issued for a period of 5 years. The 5 year period for some of these is viewed 
as impractical as it would create unnecessary problems for the industry. They are: 
  

  Maritime ship station licences 

     29MHz Ski-boat 

  Aeronautical licences 

     Radio Amateur licences 
 
1.   Maritime ship station licences 

 
To illustrate the concern take the example of an owner of a vessel obtaining his 5 
year licence for his ship. If he decides to sell the ship a year later he would contact 
ICASA requesting cancellation. The licence will be cancelled but what about the fees 
he paid for 5 years? In reality this is happening virtually on a weekly basis. Ships are 
changing hands much more than in the land mobile industry.  In fact in certain cases 
vessels change hands within 6 months depending if the owner was able to obtain a 
fishing permit or not. 
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Another case would be where yacht/boat builders sell boats overseas and these 
boats are delivered to the overseas buyers. In Cape Town this is a big industry and 
ships are being built in large numbers. A delivery trip normally takes less than a 
month. Because of the requirements of the South African Maritime Safety Authority 
(SAMSA) requiring vessels to carry radio apparatus as well as an Emergency 
Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB) on the ship, they would approach ICASA 
requesting the unique beacon number called a Maritime Mobile Service Identity 
(MMSI) number that has to be programmed into the EPIRB.  
 
Every ship fitted with radio equipment must by law have a ship station licence. Once 
the MMSI number is issued the EPIRB information containing emergency contact 
information as well as the call sign and MMSI number is passed on to the Maritime 
Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC) to be added to the international beacon 
database. This information is used internationally during maritime and aeronautical 
rescue operations to contact relatives of the stricken vessel. 
 
In the above example the owner would be charged the application fee of R480 plus 
the proposed 5 year licence fee of R120 = R600 for something that will only be used 
for a period of 2 weeks or a maximum of 1 month. A typical ship builder will apply for 
up to 10 licences per month and if these fees are combined it will come to R6 000 
and this will become a problem to the builders. 
 
Another point to mention is that if an owner has a licence for 5 years then nothing is 
stopping him from selling the vessel a year later and then telling the new owner not to 
worry about licensing as he is selling the boat with a valid licence for the next 4 
years. ICASA will not know this until 4 years later when the original owner has to 
renew his licence. This will have serious implications if that vessel was fitted with an 
EPIRB because the MMSI number is linked to the ship name, call sign, licence 
number and owner contact information. 
 
Furthermore vessels are surveyed by SAMSA annually.  In the case of change of 
ownership it would mean that ICASA offices would be inundated with queries 
regarding illegal licences that need to be investigated.   
 
CAPE TOWN RADIO would also be affected as they do ship to shore calls from 
vessels.  Previously they were informed by the DEPARTMENT of POST AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS (from which we all originate) of all cancellations and new 
registrations in the marine industry.  This function, for some unknown reason, fell by 
the wayside. This office is already being phoned by TELKOM from time to time to 
confirm client details.  Obviously this office would then not be able to vouch that the 
information supplied is in fact correct.   
 
In the case of satellite services on board vessels the concern is that in case of 
change of ownership the unit needs to be de-commissioned in the name of the 
outgoing client and commissioned in the new owners name with INMARSAT London.  
Therefore it would have an impact on their records and billing as well. 
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2.      29MHz Ski-boat licences 
 
Ski-boats change hands frequently.  In this case the client can retain the licence if the 
owner should buy another vessel.  However if he decides not to buy another vessel it 
may result in the licence being sold along with the vessel.   
 
3.  Aeronautical licences 

 
Like with ships all aircraft fitted with radio equipment is required to have an 
aeronautical licence. These licences are issued by ICASA. Civil Aviation is 
responsible for the allocation of aeronautical beacon numbers to aircraft. 
 
Aircraft change hands regularly but not on such a frequent basis as with ships and 
yachts. 
 
4.      Radio Amateur licences 
 
An amateur licensee could request an upgrade of call sign within six months.  A 
further upgrade could be requested within the next six months.  This means that the 
original 5 year licence would no longer be valid.   
 
In all of the above circumstances it would also mean a loss of income to ICASA in as 
far as application fees are concerned.    
 
 
Suggestion: 
 
For this reason it is felt that the above licences should be exempt from the licence fee 
proposals and retain their current status of being valid for 1 year.  
 
 
Thank you 
 
E. Fouché 
Chief Admin Officer 
Cape Town 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


