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Dear Ms Dube
AMMENDMENT OF E-RATE REGULATIONS WRITTEN REPRESENTATION
This correspondence serves as written submission towards the the ICASA notice (Government Gazette No. 32789) that was published on the 7 December 2009 with the intention to revise the e-Rate regulation.
The Western Cape Education Department Information Technology Commitee and ICT Forum looked thoroghouly at the contents of the revised regulation in comparison with the regulation published earlier on the 3 March 2009. After careful consideration, the proposed changes in the revised regulation resolve the shortfalls that were discovered from the implementation of e-Rate utilising the earlier regulation. The major loophole between Electronic Communication Service (ECS) and Electronic Communications Network Service (ECNS) licensees that made the e-Rate non-implementable has been closed and vendors in the connectivity environment will be required to provide a minimum of a 50% discount to public education institutions (including schools and FET Colleges).

The implementation of e-Rate does not only address the high costs of ICT’s experienced by schools, it also enhance the learning environment and expedite the use and uptake of internet in public schools.

The revision of the regulation as stipulated in the above mentioned government notice is fully supported and we hope that ICASA will endeavour to ensure compliance in terms of full implementation upon approval of the regulation.  
Yours sincerely

SANJITH HANSRAJ
DITCOM DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON
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