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21 January 2009

WRITTEN PRESENTATION ON DRAFT E-RATE REGULATIONS

Att:
ICASA


Ms Thenjiwe Dube

Project Leader

ICASA



Tdube@icasa.org.za
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

It is with great concern that I submit this written representation regarding the inclusion of only certain categories of independent schools in the 50% E-rate reduction.

Access to internet is by many first-world countries standards a right for all citizens.  We can all acknowledge that it has become a critical tool for effective education, student research and school communication.

To impose a secondary taxation on private suppliers for the benefit of only some schools is blatantly discriminatory action.  All are in need of this ability which is hugely costly in order to obtain the necessary bandwidth to operate schools, especially large ones.

I am the Director of a school system that has many privileged families yet also subsidises over 460 students to a cost of many millions of rands.  These families have no computer access other than that provided for by the schools.

What seems to be a “tax” of sort imposed on companies should provide for the needs of all in the country who needs access to 21st century skills that will prepare them for the workforce of our beloved country.

While IT investment may lead to cost savings in companies, it is only a cost/investment in schools.  Thus I would request that ICASA please reflect on the essential need of education and the sustainability of educational institutions and grant the “E-rate” across the board to registered schools, be they public or private.

Yours sincerely

RABBI CRAIG KACEV
General Director
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