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TO:
Ms T Dube – Project Leader  - email – tdube@icasa.org.za  or imasilo@icasa.org.za


Independent Communications Authority of South Africa – ICASA
Introduction

Governors’ Alliance is a recognised public school governing body association representing our members in the public school sector.

We welcome the ICASA Regulations with regard to the E-rate with regard to the application of public schools for the 50% discount on the retail rate charged by providers of Internet services to public schools.

We thank ICASA for the opportunity to make inputs into the draft Regulations published for comment in Government Gazette No. 32789 dated 7 December 2009.

Our input follows:-
In the draft Regulations it appears that the Regulations pertain to schools only, yet in the draft Regulations mention is made of FET Colleges and FET institutions. FET Colleges are not schools and fall within the authority of the Department of Higher Education.
Regulation 1 – Definitions

Recommend - insertion under Definitions 
“School” – means a public school or an independent school which enrols learners in one or more grades from Grade R to Grade twelve.

SGB – is a public school governing body legally entitled to contract on behalf of the public school.

DoBE – Department of Basic Education

Insert to read – if these draft regulations are applicable to FETCs
FETC – means a public or independent further education and training college 
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Regulation 2 – Purpose, Scope and Application of the Regulations
No comment

Regulation 3 – Implementation of E-rate

1.
(a) no comment

(aa) no comment

(bb) recommend – 
categories of independent schools as declared by the Minister in consultation with the Minister responsible for Basic Education.

(cc) if applicable reword

             public or independent further education and training colleges.

(b)
no comment


(aa) no comment


(bb) no comment


(cc) reword if applicable


public or independent further education and training colleges

(2)
Application process / Guiding principles

(a) no comment
(b) recommend - reword

A licensee who requests the 50% discount must submit a list of public or independent schools intended for Internet connectivity as proof to another licensee.


( c)  No comment
(d) No comment

(e) Recommend – insert - Public school SGBs may seek relief with the Authority should a service provider refuse to provide the 50% discount.
Recommend – insertion

A service provider that refuses the 50% discount to a public or independent school, the school may lodge a dispute or compliant with the Authority.

(3) Agreement principles

(a) No comment

(b) No comment
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(4) Unfair discrimination

(a) no comment

(b) no comment

(c) Recommend - amend to read –

A licensee must apply similar terms and conditions, including those relating to charges, in similar circumstances to public or independent schools where the service is rendered.

(d) Recommend - Amend to read

If there is infrastructure available to provide the service parties must finalise an E-rate agreement within 30 days from the date of notification by a licensee that it intends to provide Internet services to public or independent schools, unless the parties agree to an extended period which must not be more than sixty (60) days form the date of notification.
(e) Recommend - Amend to read
If there is infrastructure available to provide the service, parties must finalise an E-rate agreement within thirty (30) days from the date the public or independent school request Internet services from an ECS licensee, unless the parties agree to an extended period which must not be more than sixty (60) days from the date of the request.
(f) Recommend – Amend to read
If there is no infrastructure available to provide Internet services to the public or  independent school, then the periods referred to in (d) and (e) above shall become effective from the date that such infrastructure becomes available.
(5) Disputes and Complaints
(a) no comment

(b) no comment

( c) Recommend - insert –
A complaint or dispute from a public or independent school will be dealt with in accordance with the Authority’s prescribed Regulations.
4. Record Keeping

(1) no comment
(a) no comment
(b) Recommend – Amend to read - Internet service provider bills to public or independent schools.
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(c) no comment

(d) no comment

(e) no comment

5. Penalties   - no comment

6.  Repeal – no comment

7.   Short title and commencement – no comment

Schedule A – Application Form
*Please note that special public schools are not allocated into Quintiles. 

* Please note that the School Governing Body of a public school is entitled to contract on behalf of the school. Therefore, the SGB Chairperson would sign such contracts.

Recommend - Amend the Application Form

	1. School Details
	
	
	

	Type of school

(Specify)
	Public ordinary 
	Public special
	Independent

	EMIS No.
	
	
	

	Postal Address

Code
	
	Province ………
District   ………
Circuit
	

	Physical Address

Code
	
	Tel         ………
Fax         .……..
Cell        ………
E-mail 
	

	Principal Name
	
	Tel         ………
	

	Chairperson SGB
	
	Tel / Cell ……..
	

	Type of connectivity
	
	
	

	Number of computers
	
	Type of connectivity
	(Specify)

	Electronic 
communications

……………….

(ECNS
	
	
	

	Current subscription fee per month

	
	
	(Specify)

	Internet Service Provider
	
	
	(Specify

	SIGNATURE

SGB CHAIR


	
	
	

	DATE
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


